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A GreenNet volunteer Tim Brenan:

CarlHickslooks ata growing
information network for activists

“Facts can be shared throughout the world.”

I'he globul struggle by acuvist groups
for peace und human rights is being
given a wemendous boost frum a
small, second-floor office in North
London

There GreenNet, a2 non-profit
making organisation, is developing a
growing computer network 1o help
organisations like Greenpe: and
Friends of the Earth 1o develop fast,
efficient, and shared information
facilities throughout the world.

Founded in 1985, the group’s
objective is M pruv:dg w the en-
vironment, peace and human rights
movemnents 4 communications capa-
bility as good as that available o the
government, military and multina-
tonals.”

Previously, aliernatve pressure
groups had tended w view computer
technology as a suspicious wol de-
veloped by, and for, b;b business.
Now, with its US sister groups
i’ca-.tNt.l and EcoNet, GreenNet
serves over 3,000 groups and indi-
viduals in more than 40 countries,

In the UK, this network is orga-
nised and maintained by @ full-time
saff of only three, supported by
funds from users, and grants from

symputhetic organisations

Techmical  co-ordimator Jeremy
Mortimer explains: “The main prub-
lem was, and suill is, showing groups
thut such a system can be an invalu-
able asser and that it isn’t very
expensive. Previously they relied on a
human network  centred  around
HCWSiCHL‘fs ‘.{ﬂd confergnces.

“We provide the means for that
network 10 operate more L;uuklw and
on u greater scale. Our intention is to
create an international information
network as wide as pussible and as
soont as possible.”

Already the number of GreeaNer
users is doubling every four months,
And in the next three months node
computers will also be established in
Sweden, Brazil and Canada to expand
the network.

The key o such rapid growth is the
vast >(\)SL Ui HHO”TLLUUH users can
ge und small pressure
gruupa can pool information and
on-line conferences can be held on
any issue raised by a user. The s
alse provides 2 number of news
clipping services on topics of interest
1o the groups.

For instance, on & typical day:
@ A solidarity group in London can

“Information is power.
Much of the information
grew in the womb of the
military and the
multinationals. Itis time
to make it very accessible
to those working to
improve the world.
GreenNetdeserves to
succeed.”

—Peter Gabriel, musician

COMPUTER TALK, OCTOBER 31-NOVEMBER 13, vy

update itsell on the latest events in
Nicarugua;

® A peace rescarcher ud\mhm de-
tails on a strategy paper with activists
in Colorado and California;

@ A group in Germany an
energy campaigner in London for
details o use in a local radio inter-
view; and

@ Greenpeace updates local mem-
bers on derails of a conference being
held in Wales )

One unypical day was September
17, when a military convoy thought
to be carrying nuclear materials col-
lided with a car driver in Somerset.
At the same time, the Campaign for
Nuclear Disarmament was holding 2
major conference in Scotland.

Using GreenNet, CND  repre-
sentatives were quickly able 10 corre-
late advanced details of the accident
from press agencies and TV broad-
cast seripts. The pressure group then
issued an immediate response 1o the
incident through the network, and
transmitted a press release using its
electronic mail service,
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Meg Beresford, CND’s genera
secretary, says: “We were very im-
pressed  with GreenNet, In un

emergency sittation, we were able 1o
formulate and issue a considered
response quickly.

“This is 4 good example of the new
technology we need (0 use to make us
more elfective. There is an absolute
need to complete on equal terms with
the organisations and industries we
are fighting against.”

GreenNet volunteer Tim Brenan
explained that such media coverage is
crucial for activists, “Because of the
speed with which CND were able to
"l\'L 4 response ihﬁ. story Liﬂ‘ oKy
escalated from local 1o national news
~ it-even got ahead of the Olympic
games coverage,” he says.

“Activists no longer have 10 wair
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GreenNet is part of the Associa-
non of Progressive Communica-
nons Networks (APC), This is
based on a number of node compu-
ters linked mxwfm with low speed
dral wp or X25 ucve

An h)maul,c.m of the nercork
5 oais flexibihiy, all
akulu,rmu.ig 10 use the lu
wechnology. At the moment the
nodes are based on Plexus mini-
compuiers, but by the end of the
year, IBM companbles u g the
latest Tniel 386 chip technology
will be in place ar GreenNet's
office in Underwood 81, o
NWI (pictured above). These will
run Unix V.3 and will be able w0
run mudniple nodes at one site as the
network expands.

Because of 1ms 10 hip
organisanions  tn Third World
countries which lack a complere

ing

—

T

neiwork infrastruceure, GreenNet
5 working on a mm_bx'ruj‘de'wmp—
miend proy. involving the use of
poriable nodes and wsing media
such as satellites and  pocker
rudivs.

fcmun M.v::;nu says '}.u( the

J'D .smuxze w0 all
Iso, 1f u group in unother
cowntry wants io establish a new
node, GreenNer and PeaceNer
will provide assistance in develop-
ment and iniegrating  software
packages.

“The plan is 1o eswablish a
technical d Ju[:n et group orga-
mised inzternationally 1o help in The
construction of new nodes llmuugh-
vut the world. We hope 10 add up
10 20 Ore 1o d 5 :::z{}vm the new
e years,”

for the next day’s Guardiun w find
out what has happened.”

But GreenNet is not only for large
enpeace,

CND, the Green P.; or Friends of

he Earth. Brenan stresses that s
lu\..u activist groups can easily
w use the system.

“Users pay only £35 per month for
the system and there is @ connect
charge of 9{) 4 minute, On average a

er's bill is about £10 & month.
Jh\.n_ is & massive amount of useful
information being amussed by people
working for a safer, more ux.ui
world.

“A Jot of that was often circulated
in maybe 100 newsleners, Now facts
and acuon plans can be shared and
pooled with stmilar groups through-
out Britain and the rest of the world,”
he says.

GreenNet workers emphasise that

better world more efficiently.

“We can valy be scen as a threat by
peuple who are paranoid. How can
we be a threat when all we do is

provide wider access o information
for more people? Anyone cun sub-
seribe to the system,” says Mortimer,
Unfortunately, that pum:mia does
seem 1o exist in some places. Com-
menting on demonsirations by US
students, who were protesting at US
troops in Honduras, retired Ma ;ur
General John galub, said: *
demonstrators might have been part
of PeaceNert, a computer linked net-
work that can mobilise protesiors
tionwide. Thn gives you some xd;q
of the forces v-u“i\mb against us,”
Up unul now, the establishment
as taken littde nouce of GreenNet’s
activities. But it remains a worry that
xt GreenaNet suceeeds in 5» ving the
alternative establishment “a com-
MUDICRUONS capacity as good as thwt

it plays no part in organising cam-
paigns.

“We exist w ensure that campaign-
ing groups have an efficient infras-
tructure 1o alow them 1o work for 4

available 1o the government, miliwry
and muliinationals”, the big three
will start 1o take 3 close Jook at ways
of restricting its activities,




